
THE  INST ITUTE  FOR  THE  HUMANIT IES   
AT 

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY  
PRESENTS 

HUMANITIES IN THE SCHOOLS DAY 

“From Alpha to  Omega:  Imagining  Beginnings ,  Foresee ing  Ends”  

A ha l f - d a y  con f e r ence  f o r  h i g h  s choo l  s t uden t s  a nd  the i r  t e a che r s  

Thursday, December 7, 2006  9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

Since the beginning of time, humans' attempt to understand themselves has been inextricably linked with the attempt to 

understand how life came into being as well as to imagine how it will end. Religion, mythology, philosophy, and science have all 

grappled with these questions, but so also have literature, and the fine and performing arts.  Our Humanities in the Schools event 

this year will consider some of the ways in which imagining beginnings and foreseeing ends is a preoccupation of artists and 

humanists working in many different fields. 

The morning’s activities will be held in the MSU Student Center.The morning’s activities will be held in the MSU Student Center.The morning’s activities will be held in the MSU Student Center.The morning’s activities will be held in the MSU Student Center.    

The Program:The Program:The Program:The Program:    

• 8:30 8:30 8:30 8:30 AMAMAMAM to 9:00  to 9:00  to 9:00  to 9:00 AMAMAMAM Sign-in  for schools and breakfast buffet, Ballrooms (lobby level) 

• 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 AMAMAMAM to 9:15  to 9:15  to 9:15  to 9:15 AMAMAMAM Opening remarks and logistical information, Ballrooms (lobby level) 

• 9:309:309:309:30    AMAMAMAM to  to  to  to 10:2010:2010:2010:20    AMAMAMAM   SESSION ASESSION ASESSION ASESSION A         

 1.  1.  1.  1.     The Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, Now————and Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow     

 In the process of writing my new book, The American Revelation: Ten Ideals that Shaped our Country 
from the Puritans to the Cold War, I confronted a challenging issue: How is an ideal—an enduring belief—
actually invented and introduced into our culture? How does it persevere, and how may it become enhanced, or 
corrupted in modern times? I will share the trials, tribulations, as well as personal 'revelations' that ultimately 
led me to a greater appreciation of the past four hundred years of American history.  

 Dr. Neil Baldwin, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Department of History, Montclair State University 

2.  2.  2.  2.      Two Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s Numa    

 Many cultures present an idealized view of their beginnings -- an initial perfection, which was lost, 
but could be imitated now. We shall examine how Plutarch, in his Lives, depicts the ideal, even utopian, social, 
political and religious orders set up by the legendary early kings of Sparta and Rome, Lycurgus and Numa. 

 Dr. Jean Alvares, Professor, Department of Classics and General Humanities, Montclair State University 

3. 3. 3. 3.     AnthropologiAnthropologiAnthropologiAnthropologists See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary Imagessts See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary Imagessts See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary Imagessts See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary Images    

 How do anthropologists understand cultural productions, beginnings, and creativities in a global 
transnational world of moving populations and rapidly changing technologies?  We will use film clips to take a 
trip through anthropology's transformations and challenges in dealing with global change. 

    Dr. Rhoda Halperin, Chairperson, Department of Anthropology, Montclair State University 

4.   Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings WWWWithout Foreseeing Ends: The Warithout Foreseeing Ends: The Warithout Foreseeing Ends: The Warithout Foreseeing Ends: The War in Iraq in Iraq in Iraq in Iraq    

 In this session, Dr. Cassilly will discuss the rationale behind the United States-United Kingdom 
intervention in Iraq and the unforeseen consequences of this decision. 

 Thomas Cassilly, Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science, Montclair State University 

• 10:3010:3010:3010:30 AMAMAMAM — 11:2011:2011:2011:20 AMAMAMAM    SESSION BSESSION BSESSION BSESSION B      

1.  1.  1.  1.          Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market ─How Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists Predict,,,, and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail?    

   How do economists form their predictions about the future, and what goes wrong when they are 
wrong? We examine here some of the historical experience of forecasters, how some turned out to be correct, 
and for what reasons, and those that were wrong, and the consequences of their predictions. The discussion 
will combine historical insights with a little dose of where the profession is headed these days, and what that 
may mean for the humanities. 

  Dr. Philip LeBel, Professor, Department of Economics, Montclair State University    

2.2.2.2.        Myth, Meaning, and SelfMyth, Meaning, and SelfMyth, Meaning, and SelfMyth, Meaning, and Self    

 Once upon a time, "myth" meant the false beliefs that Others had, while We had the Truth. . . .  Then 
came academic understanding that "myths" were the wise stories by which tribal ancestors explained the big 
realities of life, death, and duty. . . .  By the time today's teenagers were born, academic fashions were 
presuming that "all myths are true," and popular culture often concluded that all truths are equal.  
Unsurprisingly, domestic political culture has morphed into partisan ideological warfare, and religion is now 



responsible for most of the killing in the world.  How much sense does any of this make for selves (unless 
selves are merely consumers and then who gets to be the suppliers)?  How much room do such sensibilities 
leave for common sense?  How "myth-taken" dare we get? 

Dr. Stephen Johnson, Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Montclair State University 

3.  3.  3.  3.      CarpeCarpeCarpeCarpe Momentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great Darks 

 By looking at examples of modern American poetry, this workshop examines the poet’s desperate need 
to erect an imaginative creation that will suffice in the face of a world that is apathetic to humanity.  Many 
poets attempt to create—for themselves and for us readers—an “alternate universe” within the poem that is far 
more fulfilling that of the natural and social worlds.  Their poetic endeavor, thus, is an escape, but only a 
temporary one, for the poet knows that we cannot live indefinitely in a virtual cosmos.  The poet is not 
concerned with the beginnings and endings of the natural world, which are outside his sphere of influence.  
Instead, the attempt is to find a beginning place for the artistic creation, to sustain it, and to delay its inevitable 
demise. 
 Dr. Laura Nicosia, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Montclair State University and Dr. Jim 
Nicosia, Berkeley College, West Paterson Campus 

4.4.4.4.    Images in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: Seeing the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Past    

   This presentation will focus on the influence of Biblical images throughout Western history, 
particularly in literature in drama.  We will give special attention to the theme of the final end of history in the 
Bible, looking specifically at examples in classic and contemporary films.    

 Paul Arthur Leggett, Adjunct Professor, Gifted and Talented Program, and Department of Classics and General 
Humanities, Montclair State University 

• 11:3011:3011:3011:30    AMAMAMAM    —12:2012:2012:2012:20    PM PM PM PM                 SESSION CSESSION CSESSION CSESSION C                
 
1.1.1.1.    The End of ScienceThe End of ScienceThe End of ScienceThe End of Science 

Will science have an end -- discover all that is discoverable? Soon? Yes, say some like John Horgan, 
author of The End of Science. I’ll talk about whether Horgan’s claims might be true, and what that might mean 
for all of us (besides more career planning.) We’ll touch on classic philosophical topics like epistemology (the 
study of knowledge) and the meaning of life, and more obscure stuff like post-modernism and scientific 
realism. 

Dr. Kirk McDermid, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Montclair State University 
 

2.2.2.2.    CosmologyCosmologyCosmologyCosmology,,,, Community Community Community Community,,,, and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre----Columbian Puerto Rico Columbian Puerto Rico Columbian Puerto Rico Columbian Puerto Rico     

Native Americans developed complex belief systems, or worldviews, to account for the origins of 
humanity, nature, and the cosmos. We will explore Native American cosmology as it relates to the 
organization of pre─Columbian communities in the Caribbean generally and Puerto Rico specifically. This 
investigation draws on ethnographic research in the Amazon Basin of South America, recent archaeological 
excavations, and the writings of early Spanish explorers or conquistadores to the New World. 

Dr. Peter E. Siegel, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Montclair State University 

3.3.3.3.    Death, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in Shakespeare  
 When we think of tragedy, we tend to think of death as the ultimate defeat for the 

protagonist.  In Shakespeare's plays, though, death is often paradoxically associated with the pleasures of sleep 
and drug-induced oblivion.  This talk will look at how Shakespeare's depiction of death challenges the 
conventions of literary genres and cultural thought. 

 Dr. Tanya Pollard, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Montclair State University 

4.4.4.4.        Cosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron Technology in Africa Cosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron Technology in Africa Cosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron Technology in Africa Cosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron Technology in Africa     

Iron─working is an ancient and widely practiced activity throughout the African continent. Moreover, 
research reveals that iron technology is underpinned by basic cosmological principles and thus presents us  with 
a window into African beliefs about  birth and death. This presentation will explain how African beliefs about 
the origins of life are represented in the complex practices involved in smelting iron. 

 Dr. Esperanza Brizuela- Garcia, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Montclair State University    
 

Registration and Contact Information:  (Registration Deadline, Monday, Nov. 27th) 

 The registration fee for this program is $13.00$13.00$13.00$13.00 per student or teacher.****   Registrations will be accepted 
on a first come, first served basis.  Pre-register your school group by returning the tear-off form.  Mail your 
check and registration form to Montclair State University, Institute for the Humanities, Room 105 Dickson Montclair State University, Institute for the Humanities, Room 105 Dickson Montclair State University, Institute for the Humanities, Room 105 Dickson Montclair State University, Institute for the Humanities, Room 105 Dickson 
Hall, Montclair, NJ  07043Hall, Montclair, NJ  07043Hall, Montclair, NJ  07043Hall, Montclair, NJ  07043, no later than MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27thMONDAY, NOVEMBER 27thMONDAY, NOVEMBER 27thMONDAY, NOVEMBER 27th.  After we receive your request we After we receive your request we After we receive your request we After we receive your request we 
willwillwillwill send you an e send you an e send you an e send you an e----mail (or fax) confirmation, along with directions to the campus and parkingmail (or fax) confirmation, along with directions to the campus and parkingmail (or fax) confirmation, along with directions to the campus and parkingmail (or fax) confirmation, along with directions to the campus and parking.  Make 
checks payable to: Institute for the Humanities/MSU.  Registrations may be faxed to our office (973-655-7207) 
and check mailed under separate cover.  Our office should receive all registration materials, by the deadline 
date. 



****The Institute for the Humanities is an approved provider of the State mandated professional The Institute for the Humanities is an approved provider of the State mandated professional The Institute for the Humanities is an approved provider of the State mandated professional The Institute for the Humanities is an approved provider of the State mandated professional 
development hours.  Teachers who would like to receive (3) three hours of credit for this progrdevelopment hours.  Teachers who would like to receive (3) three hours of credit for this progrdevelopment hours.  Teachers who would like to receive (3) three hours of credit for this progrdevelopment hours.  Teachers who would like to receive (3) three hours of credit for this program, add am, add am, add am, add 

$10.00$10.00$10.00$10.00 to the registration fee (s to the registration fee (s to the registration fee (s to the registration fee (see ee ee ee form, belowform, belowform, belowform, below))))....    

• We do not bill schools for payment.  PLEASE SEND A COPY OPLEASE SEND A COPY OPLEASE SEND A COPY OPLEASE SEND A COPY OF THE REGISTRATION FF THE REGISTRATION FF THE REGISTRATION FF THE REGISTRATION FORM TO ORM TO ORM TO ORM TO 

US AND A COPY TO YOUUS AND A COPY TO YOUUS AND A COPY TO YOUUS AND A COPY TO YOUR SCHOOL’S BUSINESS R SCHOOL’S BUSINESS R SCHOOL’S BUSINESS R SCHOOL’S BUSINESS OFFICE TO ACT AS AN OFFICE TO ACT AS AN OFFICE TO ACT AS AN OFFICE TO ACT AS AN INVOICEINVOICEINVOICEINVOICE....    

For program updates and information about upcFor program updates and information about upcFor program updates and information about upcFor program updates and information about upcoming programs, visit our web site: oming programs, visit our web site: oming programs, visit our web site: oming programs, visit our web site: 

http://chss2.montclair.edu/instituteforthehumanitieshttp://chss2.montclair.edu/instituteforthehumanitieshttp://chss2.montclair.edu/instituteforthehumanitieshttp://chss2.montclair.edu/instituteforthehumanities....    

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:    973973973973----655655655655----7516751675167516            Fax:  973Fax:  973Fax:  973Fax:  973----655655655655----7207720772077207        Email:  inst_hum@mail.montclair.eduEmail:  inst_hum@mail.montclair.eduEmail:  inst_hum@mail.montclair.eduEmail:  inst_hum@mail.montclair.edu    

 
TearTearTearTear----offoffoffoff    

“Humanities in the Schools Day”“Humanities in the Schools Day”“Humanities in the Schools Day”“Humanities in the Schools Day”    
RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration    FormFormFormForm    

Complete this form and retuComplete this form and retuComplete this form and retuComplete this form and return to the Institute for the Humanities by the deadline, November rn to the Institute for the Humanities by the deadline, November rn to the Institute for the Humanities by the deadline, November rn to the Institute for the Humanities by the deadline, November 27272727thththth....    

Teacher’s Name:Teacher’s Name:Teacher’s Name:Teacher’s Name:                                    Department:Department:Department:Department:    

School Name:School Name:School Name:School Name:                                           Telephone No.:  (          )                   Telephone No.:  (          )                   Telephone No.:  (          )                   Telephone No.:  (          )                                                                                                                (Ext.)(Ext.)(Ext.)(Ext.)    

School Address:School Address:School Address:School Address:                                               (Zip)       (Zip)       (Zip)       (Zip)    

EmailEmailEmailEmail Address: Address: Address: Address:                                Fax: (Fax: (Fax: (Fax: (            )        )        )        )    

WWWWE E E E PLANPLANPLANPLAN TO SEND AN EMAIL TO SEND AN EMAIL TO SEND AN EMAIL TO SEND AN EMAIL    ((((OR OR OR OR FFFFAXAXAXAX)))) CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION....        PPPPLEASE PRINT CLEARLYLEASE PRINT CLEARLYLEASE PRINT CLEARLYLEASE PRINT CLEARLY....    

# Students:# Students:# Students:# Students:                #Teachers:#Teachers:#Teachers:#Teachers:            #Cars:#Cars:#Cars:#Cars:                                Bus:Bus:Bus:Bus:    

Purchase Order Number:Purchase Order Number:Purchase Order Number:Purchase Order Number:                        

    I would like to receive 3 hours of professional development creditI would like to receive 3 hours of professional development creditI would like to receive 3 hours of professional development creditI would like to receive 3 hours of professional development credit                

    (add $10.00 to the registration feeadd $10.00 to the registration feeadd $10.00 to the registration feeadd $10.00 to the registration fee)        Total Amount EnclosedTotal Amount EnclosedTotal Amount EnclosedTotal Amount Enclosed:   $:   $:   $:   $ 
                

Indicate student and teacher top choice selection for each session.  (Groups may divide to attend separate 
presentations or remain together.) Write-in the number of people who plan to attend each presentation— next 
to the selection.  Space is limited for each talk.  We will try our best to give everyone their first choice 
selections.  Large school groups (10 or more people) may have to split-up the group. 

• 9:309:309:309:30    AMAMAMAM    —    10:2010:2010:2010:20    AMAMAMAM  SESSESSESSESSION ASION ASION ASION A        Choose OneChoose OneChoose OneChoose One    

    The Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, NowThe Future of the Past: American Ideals, Then, Now————and Tomorrowand Tomorrowand Tomorrowand Tomorrow        (Neil Baldwin) 

    Two Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s NumaTwo Mythic Civilizers: Sparta’s Lycurgus and Rome’s Numa        (Jean Alvares) 

    Anthropologists See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary ImagesAnthropologists See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary ImagesAnthropologists See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary ImagesAnthropologists See Culture Through Film: Early Clips and Contemporary Images  (Rhoda Halperin) 

 Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings Imagining Beginnings WWWWithout Foreseeing Ends: The War in Iraq  ithout Foreseeing Ends: The War in Iraq  ithout Foreseeing Ends: The War in Iraq  ithout Foreseeing Ends: The War in Iraq  (Tom Cassilly) 

• 10:3010:3010:3010:30    AMAMAMAM    ———— 11:20 11:20 11:20 11:20    AMAMAMAM            SESSION BSESSION BSESSION BSESSION B            Choose OneChoose OneChoose OneChoose One    

        Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market Cassandra Goes to the Market ─How Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists PredictHow Do Economists Predict,,,, and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail? and What Happens When They Fail?    

        Myth, Meaning, aMyth, Meaning, aMyth, Meaning, aMyth, Meaning, and Selfnd Selfnd Selfnd Self        (Stephen Johnson) 

  CarpeCarpeCarpeCarpe Momentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great DarksMomentum: Living in the Moment Between Two Great Darks    (Laura Nicosia and Jim Nicosia) 

 Images in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: SeeImages in the Bible: Seeing the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Pasting the Future Through the Past, (Paul Leggett) 

• 11:3011:3011:3011:30    AMAMAMAM―12:2012:2012:2012:20    PM PM PM PM             SESSION CSESSION CSESSION CSESSION C            Choose OneChoose OneChoose OneChoose One    

        The End of SThe End of SThe End of SThe End of Sciencecienceciencecience  (Kirk McDermid) 

  CosmologyCosmologyCosmologyCosmology,,,, Community Community Community Community,,,, and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre and Cycles of Life, Death, and Rebirth in Pre----Columbian Puerto RicoColumbian Puerto RicoColumbian Puerto RicoColumbian Puerto Rico  
   (Peter Siegel) 

  Death, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in ShakespeareDeath, drugs, and Oblivion in Shakespeare  (Tanya Pollard) 

  Cosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron TechnolCosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron TechnolCosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron TechnolCosmology and Childbirth: The Mysteries of Iron Technology in Africaogy in Africaogy in Africaogy in Africa (Esperanza Brizuela─ Garcia) 


